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Hooligans tak;'e

ATHLETICS

THE fireworks prematurely ignited
in Glasgow’s Last End during the
4 x 4.8-mile Allan Scally Memorial
Relay set sparks flying among com-
petitors, and were as-welcome as
the accompanying abuse and
harassment of female athletes
which bordered on assault.
Harriers of a certain age, whose
formative years were in an cra
when running on the public high-
way, was genernlly regarded as
esoteric pursuil for eccentric
were accustomed even to hooli-
gans deliberately obsmv.-Elg their

way, for the perverse p
forcing them off the pavinent and
into the traffic. More rgpust run-
ners often dropped |h':[s)muhl{r.
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rugby-style, barging’ through,
st enough to escape re
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mark set by her ml.emnuo?al club-

~ and
here’s the rub — Macdougall has
since refused 10 run because of the
sexual innuendo lo which she was

d that day. Although Hain-
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place. but not around Bailliest
and Barachnie, it seenjs.
Pyrotechnical warfare appear|
to have been declared by lod
yobs on Saturday. Several wom

were victims of this,
verbal abuse. Amon;

City of Glasgow’s Hai

the Great Britain

and former AAA trac|
who neverthelgss sni
had been perceived
course record, with i
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ing's team were first across the line,
they were not official winners.
City of Glasgow arrived with
only two runners instead of three,
and a composite, non-counting
team were formed. Having ath-
letes at the Reebok event in Birm-
ingham, and others preserving
their powder for yesterday's meet-
ing at Girvan, contributed to the
club’s plight, but Glasgow official
Tom Daly confirmed that when he
phoned Macdougall, she cited her
previaus experience as the clinch-
ing factor for declining to run.

“Yes, [ got the treatment.” con-
firmed Haining. who said she was
verbally harangued and had her
path obstructed. I guess | was
lucky, though. Because | ran the
first stage, there were still men
racing around me, so | didn’t feel
so vulnerable. Later in the race.
when the field is more spread out,
the girls are often alone. and quite
nervous.”

Haining, in fact, completed the
course in thirteenth place, ahead of
42 of the male teams who started
It was, by any standards, an excep-
tional run by the Glasgow vel
Such has been her catalogue of
injuries gver the ycars, however,
she is reluctant fo regard it as
lighting: the fuse for a winter of
personal fireworks. “I'm trying

not to look too far ahead, because
I always seem 1o be disappointed
or frustrated,” she said.

Last year she rn for Britain in
both the European and World
cross-colmtry championships. "1
asked too much of myself, and
had gone off form by the time the
worlds arrived. If | just run on
roads, | seem to minimise injury
nisk. | won't attempt the Euro-
peans, but if 1 hold together, I'll
hope to make Britain's world team
in March.”

Luropean and world selection
must also be within the grasp of
the rejuvenated former Olympic
steeplechase finalist Tom Hanlon,
who logged the fastest time of the
day. 22-11. helping Mizuno Rac-
ing Club to victory for the seventh

s sparkli

time in 10 yefrs, and a monopo-
listic fifth reldy win of the winter

season.
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n fifth, but Hanlon

made the selection vagary aca-
demic, giving them an unassail-

able lead.

First-year junior Andrew Lemon-

stage, to whi
& [

his maturity with an
place on the opening
ch his Fife elders

tung on, while the for-
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Peter Fleming| back from the US,
was an impressive third-fastest of
the day on his|return to his former
club, Bellahbuston, at the age

of 39. Details:
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